Reading Questions from Michael T. Klare, Blood and Oil: The Dangers and Consequences of America’s Growing Dependence on Imported Petroleum.  
To students:  Please note that this book is an assessment of the connection between energy policy and military policy.  Its primary focus is on the geopolitics of oil, particularly the Carter Doctrine of 1980 and subsequent strategies that have flowed from it up until the present.  Since the Carter Doctrine has been a major component of all subsequent presidential administration strategies, from Carter, to Reagan, Bush I, Clinton, to the present Bush administration, the analysis and critique contained will be critical of all of these different presidents, regardless of whether they were Democrats or Republicans.  Therefore, I encourage you to view its contents as a sober analysis and critique of US policy in general, rather than as a partisan attack on a particular administration.
Preface

1. Why did the Sept. 11 attacks bring new attention to US ties with Saudi Arabia?

2. List seven industries for which oil is indispensable.

3. Why has oil, more than other commodities, been considered as a matter of national security so much that military force has been frequently used?

4. Identify who Ari Fleisher and Donald Rumsfeld are, and what they said.

5. Why does Klare believe that some of our leaders are incapable of candor when it comes to the topic of oil dependency and military involvement in the Middle East?

Chapter 1

1. What is Centcom’s basic mission, as enunciated by the Carter Doctrine made to Congress?

2. Summarize the 1997 statements of General J.H. Binford Peay III, page 4.

3. What did Presidents Reagan and Bush I say in 1987 and 1990, pages 4 and 5?

4. What was the very first military objective of Operation Iraqi Freedom?
5. The author points out that following the initial US incursion into Baghdad, American forces seized and occupied the Oil Ministry while allowing looters to overrun the other government buildings in the rest of the neighborhood.  Why do you think he points this out?

6. What is the “conclusion” about a major role of the US military in the world, as found at the top of page 7?  What regions is this observed in?
7. Summarize with four bullet points the list on page 11 describing how oil dependency makes us weak.

8. What is meant by “securitizing oil”?  When, and with whom, did this begin?

9. What was a result of the Truman and Eisenhower doctrines?
10. What are Russian, China, and the US supplying to major oil producing countries in the Gulf and elsewhere?  Why?

11. List the four trends underlying the US dependency dilemma.  (pp. 15-23)

Chapter 2

1. List the details that explain why the US has valued its relationship with Saudi Arabia so much.

2. What things does the US do to show its gratitude?

3. What does the author believe were the consequences of the large US military presence in Saudi Arabia beginning in 1990?

4. What was the purpose of the attempt by the US to establish the Petroleum Reserves Corporation (PRC)?
5. Write out verbatim the quote by David S. Painter regarding a public-private partnership in foreign oil development between the US government and oil companies. (p. 35)  

6. What did Dick Cheney say (p. 36) was an outcome of the 1945 Roosevelt meeting with King Ibn Saud ? (p. 35)

7. What did the US State Department say in 1945 about the oil resources of Saudi Arabia?
8. In one sentence, summarize what the Truman, Eisenhower, and Nixon doctrines did regarding the Middle East?

9. High tech weapons came with what other form of assistance that aroused Muslim critics in Saudi Arabia and Iran?  Explain.

10. Describe the factors that weakened the status of the Shah in Iran, eventually leading to him leaving Iran. (p. 45)

11. The takeover of the American Embassy in Tehran by Islamic militants and the Soviet invasion of Afganistan caused Carter to see a significant threat to the “safety of the _____  ______   _______ _______”. (page 45)

12.  In one sentence, state the Carter Doctrine.
13. Describe what Reagan did to continue the Nixon and Carter doctrines.

14. Write out Reagan’s quote regarding the US commitment to Saudi Arabia on page 48.

15. What did President Bush I say on August 8, 1990, regarding US oil imports and Saudi Arabia? (p. 50)

16.  Give two reasons why Saudi Arabia was reluctant to let sizable numbers of American soldiers into the country?

17. King Fahd did eventually agree to have US troops deployed on Saudi soil, but under what condition? (p. 51) 
18. Who were the Arab-Afghans, who was their leader/financier, and why did this leader become infuriated and a foe of the royal Saudi family?

19. Write out the main components of the Iraq containment strategy.

20. What new and unexpected problem did Operation Southern Watch create with Saudi Arabia? (pp. 53-54)

21. How did Osama bin Laden see this?  Summarize what he said.
22. The author, on page 55, summarizes his explanation of why 9/11 happened.  What did he say?
Chapter 3  Choosing Dependency
1. The author states that the National Energy Policy (NEP) written in 2001 aims to sustain our petroleum habit, and the complicated geopolitical arrangements that support it. (page 61)  He then goes on to say that in doing so the “path of least resistance” was chosen.  Why does he believe this path was chosen?

2. The NEP enjoins the president and his associates to make energy security a priority of our trade and foreign policy.   The overall thrust of the report, according to Klare on page 62, is on removing__________ ______ __________ _______ ___________ __________ ___ _________ ____________.

3. The NEP report also envisions a close working relationship between the federal government and the American oil giants.   What would the role of each be?

4. List other regions, besides the Persian Gulf, that are targeted in the NEP report as areas of additional supply diversification.   Do these areas appear to be generally stable politically, or unstable?  What are the implications of this?
5. The Defense Planning Guidance original 1992 document states that “In the Middle East and SW Asia, our overall objective is to remain the predominant outside power in the region and preserve US and Western access to oil”.  When this was released, what was the response to it around the world?   Who were its authors?
6. A secret document prepared to assess the military implications of the administration’s energy plan, according to one person who claims to have seen it, states that it envisioned the “melding” of two White House priorities:  stepped-up pressure on “rogue states,” such as Iraq, and actions regarding the capture of new and existing oil and gas fields”.   Knowing that a statement of this strength would generate further questions with the readers of the book, what does that author do in the next pages to substantiate this statement?  Is the case convincing?
 Chapter 4  Trapped in the Gulf
1. Why did the National Energy Policy Development Group commit the US to perpetual and increasing dependence on Persian Gulf Oil?

2. Define the concepts of proven reserves and production capacity.  What percentage of world proven reserves and percentage of world production capacity does the Persian Gulf have?  Do these differences provide at least a partial answer to the previous question?

3. The first full paragraph on page 78 discusses why the US has an interest in ensuring that large and increasing quantities of oil will flow from the Gulf.  Summarize.

4. Given the oil-centric nature of the NEP report, the US would have little choice but to rely increasingly on Gulf Oil.  Although the major producers there might have sufficient untapped reserves to satisfy future global requirements, there is no guarantee that they would actually produce enough oil to meet the ~85% annual increase in production that would be needed.  What are two factors that could stymie the increased levels of production needed? (p. 79)

5. Given your answer to the previous question, what would the “responsibility” of the US become? 

6. List the economic and technological barriers that the US faces in facilitating the needed production increases.

7. In the US strategy of maximum oil extraction, Iraq presented a challenge in that the economic sanctions placed on the country were not permissive of expanded investment by major oil companies.  In the absence of such investment, and its ongoing conflicts, Iraqi oil production fell from 3.7 million barrels in 1979 to 2.5 million barrels in 2001.  What other “threat” to oil production in the region did Iraq present? (page 81)
8. Strategically, Iran also presents challenges to the Persian Gulf’s output.  Summarize its production trends and the geopolitical threat it presents.

9. What were the three fronts in which progress was sought towards the goal of maximum extraction and safe delivery of oil to the US and other major consumers? (p. 84)
10. Summarize the content of the Murawiec presentation regarding Saudi Arabia, who endorsed it, and two reasons why the White House disassociated itself from the report.

11. Summarize the popular grievances held by everyday people of Saudi Arabia with the royal family. (pp. 87-89)

12. Why was the replacement of the royal family not an option in solving the Saudi “problem”, according to Klare? (p. 89-90)
13. Why was American military presence on combat bases in Saudi Arabia a problem, and why was the removal of Saddam Hussein part of a solution to the problem?

14. Saudi Arabia alone will have to provide nearly one third of all the additional petroleum it will take to satisfy world demand in 2025, according to the Department of Energy, but what will be necessary for them to achieve this, according to the prevalent view?

15. Describe the suffering in Iraq that was in part a product of the US-led economic sanctions. (p 95)  What did the US Secretary of State say about this?  How was Saddam Hussein using this as propaganda against the US?
16. What were the effects of the economic sanctions of Iraq’s oil production?

17. In 1998, prior to Bush coming to office, what two people (who were later to become officials in the Bush Administration) had indicated support for a plan to invade Iraq and oust Saddam Hussein? (page 97)

18. What did Vice President Cheney say in August 2002 to the Veterans of Foreign Wars, (please quote) and why do Klare and many others believe that this was an “unvarnished expression of administration thinking”? (p. 99)
19. What did the State Department’s Future of Iraq Project call for?  Who was Ahmed Chalabi, and what did he promise to American oil companies?  What did British Petroleum think of this?

20. Before the war, a number of Russian, French, Italian, and Chinese firms had negotiated for rights to develop some of the Iraqui as-yet undeveloped oilfields – but these projects could not go forward while UN sanctions were in place.  (Note that these “greenfields” are thought by many to be the largest untapped reservoirs of petroleum in the world).  However, after the deposition of Saddam Hussein, the new Iraqi management team announced that many of these contracts may be deemed invalid.  The abrogation of these contracts will open the field to oil companies from which two countries, firms which earlier had not been allowed to bid for development rights?
21. What oil-related strategies were evident in the early US military action in Iraq? (pp. 100-101)

22. In other news reports not cited in this book, the US embassy currently being built in Iraq is said to be the largest-sized US embassy in the world.  What will be its likely functions, according to Klare, page 104?  Given its planned size, do you think Klare is correct?  What message about US intentions does this send to Iraquis and others in the Middle East, do you think?

23. Why does Klare believe that a large US military force will continue to be present in Iraq? (page 105)  
Afterword: The Permanent Energy Crisis

1. This chapter, written after the original text of the book was completed, describes a transition from a time of periodic oil shocks to what is described as a permanent energy crisis.  What are the four factors that Klare believes are responsible for the emergence of the permanent energy crisis?

2. Identify the new information that came out regarding Royal Dutch/Shell and also Saudi Arabia that signaled in 2004 the onset of the new permanent energy crisis.

3. What is meant by the concept of “peak oil”?  Explain.

4. The prospect of chronic worldwide oil shortages is made worse by the explosion in demand from the newly industrialized countries of Asia such as China and India.
5. Klare discusses an acceleration of efforts by major consuming nations to establish a foothold in promising new producing areas before their rivals, such as the United States, do so.  Who are these countries? (p. 208)

6. Summarize numerically and strategically the importance of the shift of global oil production from the industrialized “North” to the less-developed “South”.

7. Geopolitical adversity is believed by many prominent analysts to be likely to do what to new investment in oil production capacity in the “South”?

8. The US military is increasingly involved in which specific oil producing countries and regions in the “South” according to Klare. (p. 210)

9. What is the only way that Klare believes is the only sure way to overcome the permanent energy crisis?

10. What has the Bush Administration done or not done to alleviate the permanent energy crisis, according to pages 211 and 212?

